
Street services and grass cutting in Warrington 
 
Warrington Borough Council has had to make some difficult budget decisions. Over the past three 
years, we have had to save £50 million through innovation and prioritising essential services as a 
result of the annual budget cuts to local government.  
 
As the Government continues to reduce funding for council services with councils in the north of 
England taking a bigger hit than councils in the south, our budget pressures, particularly for 
discretionary services, such as grass cutting, will get worse. 
 
As a result of national Government: 
 
Key facts: 

 Three years ago Warrington Borough Council spent 2.1 million  on street services and 
grass cutting. In 2014/15, we plan to spend £1.4 million. 

 Warrington Borough Council spends £430 m gross a year on services - 80 per cent of this 
is spent on services for adults and children. 

 Warrington has a particularly low funding base where funding from council tax is around 6 
per cent less than the national average. 

 The difference in average spending power per head of population between councils in the 
north and those in the south is £69. 

 
The Warrington way forward 
 
We will continue to prioritise services for vulnerable people, find innovative ways of making budget 
savings, find other funding sources and raise income so that we can deliver the best possible 
services for the people of Warrington. We will continue to work with local people to find new 
solutions to help Warrington continue to grow and thrive in an increasingly challenging public 
sector environment.  
 
Changes to street services and grass cutting 
 
Our street services and mowing crews have now been reduced by a third, including a reduction of 
seasonal temporary staff. There are now on average 33 staff across the Borough mowing grass in 
parks and on highways, emptying litter bins, sweeping and cleaning streets and weed spraying the 
area.  
 
In Warrington, the grass cutting team used to cut a total grass area the equivalent of 450 
professional sized football pitches. We have stopped cutting around a quarter of that grass which is 
the equivalent of 123 professional sized football pitches.  
 

Changes to grass cutting frequencies on residential verges and smaller plots 
 
The frequency of our grass cutting this year has been reduced to an average of between 5 – 8 
weeks depending on the weather. We used to cut more frequently at 2 – 4 weeks with seasonal 
cover and more permanent staff. 
 
In some wider verges a one metre perimeter strip is being cut leaving the remaining area behind 
uncut – a practice used across the country and welcomed by some residents and wildlife groups, 



including the Wirral and Cheshire Badger Group, because they support the growth of wildflowers, 
bees and other wildlife that thrive in a more natural habitat. 
 

Changes to grass cutting frequencies in parks and larger open spaces 
 
Areas where frequencies of grass cutting are being maintained are in our higher use parks and in 
areas where there are regular sporting events such as football matches and other events, as well 
as highly used play areas.  
 
Some areas of larger open spaces and lesser used park areas, in particular around the edges of 
the parks, are being left uncut and will be cut annually at the end of the season. Around 60 of the 
170 lesser used areas of parks and open spaces are affected by these changes 
 
 

Changes to grass cutting frequencies on high speed roads 
 
The grass that grows along the faster roads in Warrington and in non-residential rural areas across 
the Borough is also being cut less frequently. The grass on high speed roads and in some rural 
areas will now be cut annually with sight lines at junctions being cut more frequently as needed. 
 
 

Weed spraying  
 
Weed spraying of footpaths and roads will now be done twice per year between May – October. 
This has reduced from four times per year 
 
 

What is the Council doing to improve the area? 
 
We are aware that residents will notice a change in the standard of service delivered by the 
Council’s streets and environment service and will be particularly concerned because of the 
traditionally high standard of service delivered in Warrington in recent years. To help improve the 
area in a more sustainable way we have introduced these new developments: 
 

 Bulb planting on roundabouts and larger verges is to be rolled out further this year and next 
year to help reduce the areas that need grass cutting but also to add some colour and 
interest to the area. Last year,  we planted over a million bulbs throughout the town on 
prominent verges such as Cockedge Green Island and Bank Park. Further planting is 
planned along these corridors this year and we will be inviting sponsorship and donations to 
support this project longer term. 

 

              
 



 
        

 

 The seeding of verges will continue as part of the Council’s Wildaboutflowers project. This 
is a cost effective way of bringing more colour to grass verges or grassed areas,  increases 
wildlife and also saves money on grass cutting. Warrington has now been seeded with the 
equivalent of seven football fields of wildflower and ornamental meadows. This project is 
funded by Warrington Borough Council and parish councils. We are planning to invite local 
businesses and individuals to help fund more meadows through sponsorship and 
donations. 

 

 The Council’s recycling team deliver an environmental education programme in schools to 
discourage littering and encourage recycling. Enforcement officers work to reduce fly 
tipping, littering and dog fouling through a combination of enforcement and education. 
   

 We are keen to support and facilitate regular or one off community clean ups and can 
supply litter grabbers, bin bags, tabards etc as well as collect bags of rubbish etc. It’s all 
about working with the community to keep the area clean and tidy. In many cases the best 
solution is responsible citizenship. If litter is dealt with responsibly, we can avoid places 
becoming untidy and all the other negative impact it has for the people who live or have 
businesses there and take pride in their local area. It also means we reduce the time, cost 
and wider impact of having to carry out clean ups because some individuals have behaved 
irresponsibly rather than caring for their local area. We will work with local people to 
encourage more responsible behaviour including, introducing recycling bins in parks later 
this year. This will also help save money on waste that currently goes for treatment.    
 

 The Council will be actively engaging with local partners, including parish councils, housing, 
Friends, voluntary and community groups to look at how we can work together to shape 
services that meet the needs of the local communities and work smarter collectively to keep 
the services we provide to an agreed standard. 

 

 
What can residents do to help keep their local area clean and tidy? 
 
We can all help keep our local area clean and tidy by doing things slightly differently. This could 
include small changes such as: 
 

 Taking litter home and recycling it properly rather than putting it in the street bin. It all goes 
to the same place eventually but stops bins from overflowing and litter blowing in the street 
on a windy day. 
 

 Don’t try and put litter in a full or overflowing bin. Please take it home and recycle. 
 

 When doing any gardening and weeding take five minutes to remove weeds from the front 
of the wall or fence around your property. This will also save on chemicals and help the 
environment. 
 

 Recycle wherever possible any leaves that fall from any trees in your garden and don’t 
brush or blow them into the road. They can block gullies and drains causing flooding in the 
road when it next rains. 



 

 Take litter home after an event or after a day out in the park and recycle. 
 

 If you are a dog owner, please consider other residents and make sure you pick up any dog 
waste and dispose of it responsibly. 

 
 
How the weather affects the grass cutting service 
 
Downpours and a wet and warmer than average Spring have made grass grow faster than usual 
during April and May and we have therefore experienced difficulties in getting around the Borough 
in some areas. The longer, wet grass can take longer to cut and the wet conditions can lead to 
mowers churning the ground and making the area difficult to mow in some areas. 
 
This is why some areas are taking longer to cut than others. 
 
Please be assured we are doing everything possible to maintain a reasonable standard with our 
services. We are using all available staff and machines. 
 

 
Responding to residents’ concerns 
 
We have introduced a number of measures to support increased efficiency and reduce the impact 
of budget reductions. However, a reduction in staffing in both permanent and temporary summer 
employees has inevitably meant a reduction in overall capacity. 
 
We are also doing overtime as a temporary measure to bring the programme back on track. 
 
We are listening to concerns and, where possible, will reshape priorities to meet the needs of the 
local community where they can be delivered within the resources we now have. 
 

 
Registering your concerns 
 
We are aware that residents may still have concerns about grass cutting and other changes in 
services and may also have ideas about where we should prioritise the services we provide.  We 
will keep these changes under review and welcome your comments to help re-shape and prioritise 
future services.  
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