
 
MINUTES OF THE RIXTON WITH GLAZEBROOK PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD IN THE COMMUNITY HALL, MANCHESTER ROAD, 
HOLLINS GREEN  AT 7.45 P.M. ON  THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY 2015. 
 
 
 
Present: Councillor Clarke (Chairman) 

Councillors Banner, Barnard, Mee, Trenbath, 
and McLachlan 

  WB Councillor Brinksman 
  I M Lowe – Parish Clerk 
  
 
 
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest 
Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any disclosable  
pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest which they have in any item of  
business on the agenda no later than when the item is reached. 
 
Declarations are a personal matter for each Member to decide.  Whilst officers 
will advise on the Code and its interpretation, the decision to declare, or not, is  
the responsibility of the Member based on the particular circumstances. 
 
 
The Parish Council will take account of Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder  
Act in all their discussions and decisions. 
 
 
141. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Johnson and WBC Cllrs 
Bretherton and McCarthy. 

 
142. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
   
 A:  Cllr  Brinksman 

HS2 - No mention of Viaduct in the latest information. 
Brook Farm – dropping of kerb will be paid for by the owner of the farm. 
Colliers – Hopefully some kind of enforcement issued shortly. 
Quarry Chapel Lane – should have been reinstated and has asked 
planning to look into, suggested Parish Council could write asking them 
their intentions. 
Birch Road – change to parking (see Minute 145) 
Old Manchester Road – centre should have white line and this will be 
reinstated.  Also  white lining at junction of Birch Road, there is also 
road works and white lines will then be reinstated. 
Drilling for methane (Igas) adj to Thelwall Viaduct was given consent 5 
years ago and needs to be monitored, due for renewal in March and 
this means the application will be looked at again in the light of new 



regulations.  The site is in Woolston but Woolston will keep Rixton with 
Glazebrook informed. 
The Chairman mentioned hole in the road outside the Black Swan 
junction of Dam Lane and Old Manchester Road.  Cllr Brinksman will 
look at and report to WBC. 
RESOLVED:-  That the report be received and noted. 

 
 B:  PCSO – Gina and Mauritzio 
 One incident – charity box taken from Black Swan – caught on CCTV 

and has been arrested. 
  
 Cllr Trenbath – shooting is taking place in Prospect Lane area and has 

received a letter of complaint – will check out and speak to 
complainant. Another has reported birds being shot from people using 
guns from cars. 

 RESOLVED:- That the report be received and noted 
 
 C: Public Rights of Way – Judith Barnard attended. 
 Reported lost one of their main workers, meetings now reduced to 3 

per year. Trans Pennine Trail continuing. 
 RESOLVED:- That the report be received and noted. 
 
 D: Rixton & Woolston Ward Community Meeting 
 Liz Clarke attended.  Cycle path for A57 discussed.  Need further 

clarification off WBC on the reasons why the path is not viable apart 
from it being a red route.  Also need a plan of the proposed cycle path 
down Silver Lane which comes out at Culcheth.  Ruth Whitworth is 
looking into both these areas. 

 
 Woolston Park has no rangers at the moment.  One of the two rangers 

at the Clay Pits is only going to be part time there in the future and will 
float around other sites.  There was discussion regarding the Friends of 
Woolston Park who are having difficulty getting volunteers, they would 
like to speak with the Friends of Hollinfare Cemetery for tips. 

 
 The committee is looking for somebody to chair the meetings, 

preferably from either Woolston of Rixton Parish Councils.  It is hoped 
that a Borough Councillor will chair in the future when the Committee is 
established. 

 
 Ruth is going to look into why broadband isn’t being extended to 

Glazebrook. 
 
 Elaine Clipson is leaving the area in the near future and is looking for 

somebody to take over from her and head up the Manchester Road 
Watch. 

 
 Next meeting Tuesday 10th March at 10 a.m.  Venue to be decided. 
           RESOLVED :-  That the report be received and noted.  
 



 
143. MINUTES 
 The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th December    

2014 were submitted to the Meeting.  Cllr McLachlan asked that in 
General Parish Problems “cycle” should be added before route. 

 RESOLVED:- That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
18th December 2014 be accepted as a true record subject to “cycle” 
being added before route in General Parish Problems. 

 
144. Chalc Newsletter No 154, Clerks and Councils Direct, Glasdon, 

The Clerk. 
 RESOLVED:-  That the aforementioned be circulated. 
 
145. SCHOOL KEEP CLEAR MARKINGS AND NEW ROAD SIGNAGE 
 The Clerk submitted copy email received from Cllr Brinksman relating 

to St Helens School. The following is a copy of the email received from 
WBC to Cllr Brinksman:- 

   

“The necessary improvements to the School Keep Clear markings outside St 

Helens school are currently being implemented, now that the Traffic 

Regulation Order making process has been completed. The works include the 

renewal of the existing school keep clear road markings, as well as the 

introduction of new road signage. 

  

The council has developed a Schools Improvement Programme whose success 

relies on the education of parent drivers in their responsibility to drive and 

park their vehicles in a safe and considerate manner. The suite of engineering 

options available to us to tackle school parking issues are intended to support 

the education of parent drivers and the enforcement of existing traffic 

management measures such as School Keep Clear markings. 

  

Such is the desire by parent drivers to park as close as possible to the school 

site, that the traffic management measures available to us have the potential 

to displace parking into other nearby roads. The result is that the issues don’t 

go away – they just move to a different (potentially worse) location, with the 

effect that neighbouring residential streets inherit the issues. 

  

As described below, we have looked into some potential traffic management 

schemes to address the issues associated with indiscriminate parking along 

Birch Road. However, as we discussed earlier in the year, it is not always 

possible to find a perfect solution to these issues. 

  

Waiting Restrictions:- 

  

Widescale waiting restrictions could be introduced along Birch Road and 

other adjacent roads as appropriate, prohibiting parking at certain times of 

the day, perhaps for an hour around school start and finish times. Whilst this 

would help to remove parent parking from the scheme area, it would also 



prevent residents or their visitors from parking outside properties during the 

hours of operation. As a number of dwellings adjacent to the school do not 

have off-street parking facilities, this is unlikely to be supported by residents. 

Furthermore, the parking restrictions would only be effective if they are 

regularly enforced. This option would not be appropriate at this location. 

  

Junction Protection:- 

  

We have considered the concept of an access restriction, primarily along Birch 

Road. As parent drivers legitimately use Birch Road to access the school, the 

access restriction would to be permit based, eg Prohibition of Driving Except 

for Permit Holders and could operate for perhaps an hour around school start 

and finish times. Upon application, permits would be issued to qualifying 

persons within the scheme area, such as residents, owners of property, 

permanent workers. Additionally, visitor permits would automatically be 

issued to all properties within the scheme area, as they would be responsible 

for managing their own visitors. It would be unlawful for any vehicle to enter 

the restricted area, during the restricted times, unless it is displaying a valid 

permit. Such a scheme would be enforced by the Police and as such would 

require the support of the Police. 

  

In July of this year, we introduced a similar access restriction at St Elphins 

school in Fairfield. As this type of access restriction is a relatively new concept, 

it has been introduced at St Elphins as an experimental scheme to enable us 

to monitor, and if necessary amend, the scheme. The St Elphins scheme has 

not yet been in operation long enough for us to assess its performance or 

success and therefore we are not yet in a position to roll out a similar scheme 

elsewhere. Therefore this is not currently possible. 

  

Alternative Parking Facilities:- 

  

We have also looked into the possibility of alternative parking facilities for 

parent drivers to use. The Headteacher at the school has already made 

contact with the Red Lion pub on Manchester Road. The pub management 

has agreed that parent drivers can use the pub car park as a drop off / 

collection facility for the school. However, a suitable footpath does not 

currently exist between the car park and the school grounds; and the majority 

of the recreation area is not currently lit. Cumulatively, this does not make this 

route attractive for parents or children, particularly during the winter months. 

  

We could look into the possibility of investing in upgrades to the path, such 

as a new direct path alignment between the pub car park and the school 

grounds (during discussions, the Headteacher was supportive of the concept 

of introducing a new entrance to the playground as this would be easier for 

teachers to monitor the arrival and departure of pupils) and to introduce 

suitable levels of street lighting. However, the pub site is not within the 



control of either the council or the school. Therefore, the car park facility 

could be removed at any time in the future, resulting in a wasted investment. 

  

The Headteacher has also brought to our attention a small unused parcel of 

land immediately to the west of the playground area, with the suggestion that 

this area could be used for school parking. However, the overall width of the 

access to this area from Birch Road is not sufficient to allow vehicle 

movements and accommodate safe pedestrian movements. Therefore this is 

not feasible. 

  

Improvements to visibility along Birch Road:- 

  

As set out in my earlier email, we have noted that the section of Birch Road, 

between the two arms of Sycamore Crescent, currently operates as a two-way 

single lane, due to the presence of parked vehicles on the western side. This 

results in visibility issues for motorists approaching from either direction. A 

short section of single yellow line could be introduced to the south of 

Sycamore Crescent (North), as an extension to the afore-mentioned junction 

protection scheme. Whilst this would not address the indiscriminate parking 

issues, it should help to improve general road safety in the vicinity of the 

school. This relatively easy and low-cost solution should benefit the area, 

should not receive too many objections and therefore warrants further 

investigation. 

  

Summary:- 

  

From the above, two potential schemes have been identified which could be 

progressed: 

Junction protection at the two Sycamore Crescent / Birch Road junctions, and at the 

school’s vehicle access junction 
A short section of single yellow line along Birch Road to the south of Sycamore 

Crescent (North) to improve visibility for motorists. This would be formed as a minor 

extension to the junction protection scheme. 

  

We will issue a questionnaire survey to local residents, to identify the level of 

support for the two measures identified above. The council will also continue 

to liaise with the school to roll out measures to educate parent drivers on 

their responsibilities to drive and park their vehicles in a safe and considerate 

manner.” 

The Parish Council discussed the content of the aforementioned email and 

Parish Council agree with consultation with residents.” 

 

RESOLVED:- That the email be received and noted and the Parish 
Council request that WBC include them in the questionnaire. 

  
 
 
 



 
146. AFFORDABLE RURAL HOUSING/NEW GUIDE FOR PARISH 

COUNCIL AND CURRENT CONCERNS 
 The Clerk submitted letter giving details of the revised guidance 

document which is available on the Internet or via the Association of 
Local Councils. 

 RESOLVED:- That the letter be received and noted 
 
147. WOULD YOU PAY EXTRA FOR POLICING 
 The Clerk submitted copy of email requesting completion of a 

questionnaire in respect of the above this is due to the inability to 
freeze monies in the future financial year 

. RESOLVED:- That the Clerk completes the questionnaire on behalf of 
the Parish Council saying yes we will agree (4 -2 vote). 

 
148. BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY 

The Clerk submitted form for nomination, via Chalc, for possible 
attendance at the Garden Party on 12th May 2015 
RESOLVED:- That Cllr Clarke  be nominated. 
 

149. COMMUNITY PRIDE COMPETITION 
 The Clerk submitted letter and application form for the aforementioned 

competition. 
 RESOLVED:- That the Parish Council do not enter the 2015 

competition. 
 
150.   MRS COLLIER 81 GLAZEBROOK LANE 
 The Clerk submitted letter dated 9th January from Helen Jones MP 

regarding the parish Councils Village Green on Glazebrook Lane 
stating that trees recently planted have damaged Mrs Colliers garden 
hedge. Helen Jones understands that Mrs Collier has contacted the  
Parish Council regarding this and was told the hedge would be 
repaired. 

 RESOLVED;-  The Clerk to respond.  At a loss to understand Mrs 
Collier’s complaint as the site was developed prior to year 2000. 

 
151. ABILITY NOW FOR AGENDAS AND MINUTES TO BE SENT 

ELECTRONICALLY.  
The Clerk submitted email from Chalc stating that the Parish Council 
can now receive Agenda and Minutes electronically and asked if 
Members wished this to happen or to carry on as usual with paper 
copies delivered. 
RESOLVED:-  That the Parish Council remain at status quo (receiving 
paper copies). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
152.   INSPECTOR ADKINS. 
 The Clerk submitted email from Chris Adkins stating he has been 

moved to Warrington West NPU and thanked the Parish Council for 
their continued support. Chris also informed the Parish Council that 
Keith Logan is the new Inspector. The Clerk reported that she had 
replied to the email thanking Chris Adkins for his work with the Parish 
and wished him well in his new role. 

 RESOLVED:-  That the Parish Council agree with the Clerk’s action. 
 
153. PROVISIONAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE SETTLEMENT 

FOR 2015/2016 
 The Clerk submitted copy of email re the above and the response of 

NALC that this must help, not hinder, Parish Councils. 
 
 ‘Finance settlement must help not hinder parishes says NALC 
 
 Responding to the statement by the Local Government Minister Kris 

Hopkins MP on the provisional local government finance settlement for 
2015/16, NALC Chairman Councillor Ken Brown said: 

  
“We called for the Government’s local government finance statement to 
help and not hinder parish councils and we will continue to make the 
case for fair funding, as unlike principal councils, parishes do not 
receive Revenue Support grant, a share of business rates or the 
council tax freeze grant. 
 
“We remain opposed to referendum principles being extended to 
parishes, such interference by Government would be a sledgehammer 
to crack a nut.  I want to work with Government on this issue and 
persuade them this would be wrong in principle, would undermine local 
democracy – given we want more people to stand as parish councillors 
– and would be detrimental to local services. 
 
“In fact it would be a hammer blow to tens of thousands of people trying 
to make a difference in their area, sending out a clear message from 
central government that it does not trust locally elected to make 
decisions.  Furthermore it would also damage parish councils to take 
advantage of new community rights such as saving local assets and 
neighbourhood planning which have been such a positive development 
in recent years. 
 
“I was disappointed the minister made no mention of council tax 
support funding arrangements given over 30 councils did not pass on 
any funding to parishes this year, with more likely to follow suit next 
year.  This is simply wrong and unacceptable and must be addressed. 
 
“We remain committed to, and continue to support, councils 
improvement, including working with the 0.005% of all councils who 
have received a public interest report.  However extending 



referendums to these 5 out of 9000 parishes would be a 
disproportionate approach.  I look forward to discussing this further with 
the minister and other parliamentarians over the coming weeks.” 
 
RESOLVED:-  That the email be received and updates awaited. 

 
154. VEHICLE OPERATOR LICENCE APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS 
 The Clerk submitted email regarding the aforementioned and 

consultation.  The consultation procedure is currently under review and 
comments of the Parish Council can be made on an interactive 
website. 

 RESOLVED:-  That the Clerk respond stating that the Parish Council 
support the need for consultation of Parish Councils relating to vehicle 
operator licence applications and renewals.   
 

155. MEETINGS 

 SLCC  New 2015 Roadshow – Bolton Wednesday 25th March  

 ChALC  Training Programme 

 
156. PROJECTS  
 
 A:  Recreation Ground/Glazebrook Village Green – Nothing to report 
  
 
 B:  Glamis Wood – The Clerk submitted Quotation for works to Glamis 

Wood in the sum of £490 + VAT total £588 
  
 RESOLVED;- That the quotation from Griffin Contracting Services in 

the sum of £490 + VAT total £588 be accepted. (Appendix A) should 
this not work agree that he would re-do the work at no charge. 

 
 C:  HS2 – Cllr Trenbath referred to Warrington Guardian 1st January. 

David Higgins referred to the proposal as not viable and awaiting 
Parliament’s decision re this.  Looks like improving Crewe line 
improvements to Warrington and Liverpool.  Network Rail are running 
out of money and feel HS2 is going over budget and Labour will not 
support..  Compensation to residents – sales lost – if any requests best 
to go through /via/ Parish Councils. Has contacted HS2 and Estate 
Agents one of which is agreeable to giving letter regarding values and 
loss of monies.  Should find out about our link in the next 8 – 12 weeks.
  

 RESOLVED:-  That the report be received 
 

D:  Parish Plan Implementation Group 14 January 2015 
Liz Clarke attended. 
PP to ask WBC to do another survey to see is the extra lane at 
Warburton Bridge Junction is making a difference to the speed and 



Volume of traffic through the village.  
 
 
Village Shop 
The shop is nearly ready and will be open on 7th February.  There will  
be an open day on Saturday 24th January for the volunteers. 
 
The book shelves are installed to take the Library Book Exchange  
which has now closed in the Community Hall and Glazebrook 
Methodist Church through lack of support.  Books will be sorted out  
during week 2nd to 6th February.  It is hoped that one of the library  
trolleys which are housed in the Community Centre can be left as the  
overflow for the shop.  Liz Clarke has emailed Sharon Piggin to put it 
forward at the next meeting asking for permission.  Liz will also email St  
Helens primary school head to see if they would like to purchase the  
two trolleys not needed, otherwise these will be sold and the money 
given back to the PP. 
 
Community Notice Board to be placed outside the shop. 
 
Carnival 
Work is well underway for this year’s event, booking the various acts  
and marquees etc.  The date for this year is 27th June. 
 
Village Green 
Reported that they had a meeting with WBC and presented to PC and  
were addressing concerns brought up at those meetings.  The next  
step is to approach householders who back onto the field and then 
hold a meeting for all to present to the community.   They were also 
looking into ongoing insurance and maintenance.    The Parish Plan 
asked Liz Clarke if the PC would work together with them re the new 
piece of play equipment.  If the PP can say that the PC are putting x  
number of pounds towards this equipment the PP can try for matched  
funding. 

 
Look at the Village 
Dog poo bag holders are still to be ordered, waiting for Dave Mac to do 
this.  Bulbs and plants have been replaced in boxes and beds around 
the village.  
 
General 
It was thought that the PC minutes were not always very clear and that 
they need to be more explicit.  Under some headings we put “nothing 
to report” and it was pointed out that there was also something to 
report.  Liz Clarke said that unless there was a PP meeting where a 
member of the PC attended we wouldn’t know what there was to 
report. 
 
It was decided that somebody from the PP would be present at the PC 
Meetings each month. 



 
Next meeting – 22nd April 7.30pm Methodist Chapel. 

 RESOLVED:- That the report be received and noted. 
 
E:  Parish Plan Group Recreation & Leisure – The Clerk submitted 
iProduct Overview from Ludus a new company working in the area 
supplying, installing and advising on play equipment.  The Clerk has 
spoken to WBC and advised to put on hold until the Parish Council has 
met WBC regarding land ownership and the proposal in general. 
RESOLVED:- 
(a)  That WBC be invited to speak to the Parish Council prior to the 

April meeting; 
(b) Agree in principle to the proposal without prejudice. 

 
G:  Parish Plan Website – Cllr Trenbath has had problem with laptop,  
now has a new one but coverage is even worse. 
RESOLVED:-  That the Clerk write to M.P. regarding poor internet  
connection within the Parish. 

 
157. ADOPTION OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS –  item to be placed on 

next agenda. 
 
158. SHINE THE LIGHT 
 Apologies received to pre meeting so nothing to consider at this point  
 In time.  
 
159.    RISK ASSESSMENT 

The Clerk submitted updated version of the Risk Assessment for 
2015/16 with amendments: 
 
1.  “bank reconciliation now quarterly” 
2.  Cheques no longer returned by the bank. 

 
RESOLVED: That the updated Risk Assessment for 2015/16 be 
accepted and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. (Appendix B). 
 

160.   ASSET REGISTER 
 The Clerk submitted updated version of the Asset Register for 2015/16 

– old bus shelters now deleted replaced by value of new shelters. 
RESOLVED:- That the updated Asset Register for 2015/16 be 
accepted and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.   (Appendix C). 

 
161. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

A:  RESOLVED:-  That the following  three  accounts be paid:- 
 

 I.M. Lowe copy charges,stamps, ink £5.67  100250 
 I.M. Lowe 1 months salary   £397.31 100251    
 HM Revenues and Customs  £99.32 100252 
      
162. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 



 No planning applications. 
 
 
163. GENERAL PARISH PROBLEMS 
 

Cllr Mee – 
1. Street light put up tight against the Church wall - is this in the right 

place as it has been in two places already. 
2. Bottom of Glazebrook Lane has severe flooding. 
 
Cllr Barnard – 
Asked if Cllr Johnson has inspected footpaths on village green – no 
information received but this could be due to personal issues. 
 
Cllr McLachlan – 
1. Concrete path needs repair, Clerk to obtain works as a danger 

to residents. 
2. Salt bin hinges broken (Manchester Road). 
3. Litter bin outside school broken and also causing litter problems 

(black bin on floor). 
 
Cllr Trenbath – 
1. Chapel Lane Manchester Road end parking on pavement and also 

now on opposite side of the road. 
2. Litter along Manchester Road from Warburton Bridge to Moat Lane. 
3. Toll bridge – Peel Holdings stated that if M6 closed they would open 

the toll bridge to stop queuing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


